METHAMPHETAMINES – THE REAL VICTIMS
CHILDREN!

EXPOSURE

· Children who live in and around meth labs or who are exposed to their toxic properties test positive for exposure to meth.  Some are as young as 19 months old.  The smoke from meth is very heavy as a result it sinks and effects small children more so than other drug environments might.

· Children can test positive for methamphetamine by:

· Inhaling fumes during manufacturing

· Coming into direct contact with the drug

· Through second hand smoke

· Inutero 

NEGLECT

· Hundreds of children whose parents are meth “cooks” are neglected by their parents.

· Nationally, over 20% of the seized meth labs in 2002 had children present.

· In Washington State the number was 50% in some counties.

· In 2002, 142 children were present at lab seizures in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties.  

· Most children reported as being present at a seizure were school age.

· Allowing children to live in a toxic environment where additional risks of explosion and fire are high is considered to be neglect and therefore child abuse.

· If parents are pre-occupied with manufacturing meth, they are NOT being attentive to their children or aware of their actions and needs. 

· Who is teaching and influencing these children?  What are they learning?

SAFETY AND SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS

· The number of children present at seizures has put an enormous burden on social service departments particularly on the foster care system.

· In many communities Social worker now accompany law enforcement during lab seizures where children are involved
· Parents are often charged with second-degree criminal mistreatment, along with manufacturing charges.

CHILDREN ARE NOT SMALL ADULTS!

· Different diets

· Grow and develop rapidly

· Higher metabolic and respiratory rate

· Have developing nervous systems

· Different habits than adults: hand-to-mouth behaviors, closer to the floor, come into contact with many surfaces, higher risk for poisoning.

